Dramatic invitation to warming spectacle - Local News - News - Gener... http://www.canberratimes.com.au/news/local/news/general/dramatic-in...

Dramatic invitation to warming spectacle

BY GINA SMITH
19/08/2008 12:00:00 AM
These performers may look as though they're having a lot of fun, but their subject matter is deadly serious.

The brightly coloured characters represent carbon dioxide, methane, water vapour and nitrous oxide a dancing troupe of greenhouse gases.

In a production of Weather or Not It's a Climate for Change, held at the CSIRO Discovery Centre every day this week, the characters
unravel the science behind our weather and the processes involved in climate change.

Characters such as a Poo-looter, Storm Front, and Ms Sou-wester take a light-hearted and energetic approach to environmental education.

But the message behind the performance is clear, as Pat Toohey, alias Muzbar the "intergalactic weather detector", says. "There's something
we can all do to affect the weather over the next 10, 50 or 100 years whether we like it or not." With a cast ranging in age from eight to 17,
the production gives young people a leading role in climate change education.

The theatre provides a novel means of communicating science that, according to director Sue Jones, "We don't use enough in the sciences.”
A scientist herself, Ms Jones should know. She began her career in biological sciences at James Cook University, Townsville, but grew
dismayed when exciting discoveries in her field were not reaching the public arena.

Productions such as Weather or Not are an attempt to change this by creating a a fun and engaging way of communicating current science.

"The basic aim of what | do is for children to get a real appreciation and understanding of the natural environment around them, so that they
will care about it and will protect it in the future,” Ms Jones says.

The theatre presents science "in a manner where the audience can see what is happening and be part of what is happening. It brings the
science to them in a different way, and keeps them really involved."

Despite the heavy subject matter, the performance ends on a positive note.
"It gives the children a feeling that they can be a part of all of this. Yes, we've got problems, but there are things we can do."

The dramatic performance is based on a book of the same name by Australian author and environmental educator Caren Trafford. The
performances continue daily through to this Sunday.
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