school councils creating
stronger links:
connecting primary and

secondary communities

about

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS JUNE 2005

Catholic school students demonstrate leadership and initiative by
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With water restrictions and dropping
dam levels sounding a wake-up call
gbout the real value of water in this
dry continent, Catholic school
students took a special interest in the
World Water Day message this year.

Aater lor the Fulune Was S years message Irom
Wiorld Day for Whatar 2008

Oma thiousand school studants aged 5-14 years arnand
Ausiralia embraced this message by illustrating cobourfu
images about the problem of future water usa in
Australis a= part al the second Matonal Ervdronment A
Competition, "H20 in 2020, which coincidad wiih
UMESCO's International Decade for Action Watar far
Life’ campaign

Mime swdents from theea Catholic schools in the
Sydney Srcholiocese wene sefected from the 1000
srudents 1o daplay thelr arwaerks at the Australlan
Mussum amang bd other finalists

I'ree awthor of "Watar._. The Amazing Jourmey’, Caren
Trattard, founded the compatiion 1o chalenges students
to consicdar the importance of water, “Students wara
inwited 1o degign a poster illustrating the state of walar in
the yaar 2020 and what current measures can be taken
tor the huture,” she said, “They were ancouraged 1o
becomea tha Ervironmantal Harces of tomorrea:”

The enviranmental educator said that the judges in the
Westps: boardreom - including Fobyn Williams, Science
fpurnalist and presenter of Redio Mational's Sclence
Shovwr = had a hard time choosing the winners

“The fabulous artworks ahow & real concern for the
Future of water as wel as the students” willingness to
become Irvalved with the lazues which will affect all of
their futures,” ahe said

Thex arevorks of finalists Daxter Marine and Sarmh
Waddington froem 51 Petnck’s Prirmarng, Sumimes Hill,
displayed images of Sydney hateour in a pessimistic view

Thes Year B echool caplang said the compatition was
part of their Science and Technology subject last year,

Bob Debus, Minister for the Environment, presanted
Sarah Waddington from 5t Patrick’s, Summer Hill

with a finalist prize.

which focused in parm an thelr water supply.

“I chose the Harbour Bricdge and Opera House because
| theaught about heowe 2ad those beautiful l2ons would
Ik if the harbour dried up,” Sarabh said

Francesca Calubnae, 7, iram Our Lady of Lourdes
Frirmary at Earhareod, sarmed her placs with her
illustration of Sydney Harbour in 2020

Talentsd students Joanna Cheung, Lawrance Han,
Gabrialle Manganaro, Alane Rafter and varenica Cho hewi
Ahrn frem Trinity Cathalic College were linalists lor thair
imagas of watar restrictiens, and their version of a
temifying future reality that bans farm s, ars and
swimming poeals to allvdste depleted rescurcns

rrar 180 guests artandsd the tinallsls awand carsmony
prasented by Bob Debus, Minster for the Environmesnt
Amorg them were ninetéan Year & astudents from St
Patrick’s whno cheemed along their classmates inchiding
gehool graduste Emma Melattord, now & Year 7 student
al Darmrermy College.

Thee Minister praised the students for their achisse-
menls, and thanked them lor using kess water at hame
aftar spaaking to them about global warming and
Sydney's current swater shartags

Thwe artwvorks of all 54 finalists can be viewed cnline at
wiww. planetkds. bz



